Letter From the Executive Director
When a person hears the
words, “You have breast
cancer,” it is difficult to
imagine the multitude of
thoughts, feelings, and
concerns that are triggered.
What will treatment be like?
Will I become sick? Will I
survive?
At Sense of Security, our goal is to ensure that
breast cancer patients in Colorado can focus on
treatment, to recover and thrive. We ensure this
through our sustained financial assistance program. No breast cancer patient should ever have
to choose between treatment or paying their rent;
buying prescription medication or groceries; funding insurance premiums or keeping heat or electricity on in their home.
2014 was a year of tremendous transition and change.
Applications flooded the organization and our waitlist
became extensive. We addressed this growing demand
by focusing efforts on new development strategies.
Through new revenue streams and expense reductions,
we made great strides toward becoming a much more
financially sound organization.

As 2015 begins, applications continue to arrive
daily from all corners of the state. To meet the
high demand for services, the organization has
focused its efforts on sustained and diversified
fundraising. While we still have a waitlist, we are
proud to say it’s the shortest it has been in several
years. We are able to serve patients for longer
durations, thereby easing the financial burden for
the patient and the entire family.
We are only getting started. There is still work to
be done. Our goal is to eliminate our waitlist so
that every breast cancer applicant can immediately
access funds. Sense of Security is stronger than
ever thanks to our dedicated community of supporters coming together to share time, resources,
talent, and passion.
We look forward to sharing our 15th year of service
with you and our growing network of volunteers.
Together, I believe we’re going to impact and
change lives across Colorado.
Sincerely,
Ryan Loren Weiner
Executive Director

During her husband’s deployment to Afghanistan,
Emily Williams was busy raising four children
when she found a lump in her breast. Though she
initially brushed it off, she knew she had to act,
as her mother is a survivor. Soon after, she was
shocked to receive a diagnosis of breast cancer at
the age of 33. Surgery was performed, and longterm chemotherapy treatment began, followed by
radiation.
Fortunately, the military reassigned her husband,
John, to a local duty station to help care for Emily.
She applied to Sense of Security during this time,
hoping for help as they were struggling to cover
basic expenses. After several months on the waiting list, her family received a grant that covered six
months of groceries and gas.
A year later, Emily has just finished treatment and
is launching an exciting new career as an entrepreneur. She is spending more time with her precious
family, and traveling for work. She says the funds
from Sense of Security helped tremendously during
a challenging time. “Receiving those gift cards each
month was lifesaving for us. Now I want to find a
way to pay it forward and give back what was given
to me.”

Mission
We seek to provide a sense of security from
financial hardship and enhance the
quality of life for breast cancer patients in
treatment in Colorado.
“Sometimes in life when it rains it pours and my life
seemed like it was raining pretty hard…financially,
personally, and with breast cancer. I asked for help

Co-Founder
Angela Ricker

Co-Founder
Vicki Tosher

AT A GLANCE
2000-2013
• Sense of Security incorporated as a 501(c)3
• Developed Sustained Assistance Program focusing
on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs: food and shelter
• Secured the first of many Komen grants -$50K
• Expanded the organization statewide, reaching
all four corners of Colorado
• Introduction of Financial Assistance Screening
Tool (FAST) helping patients with life-threatening
illnesses locate non-medical financial aid across
the state
• FAST won the Colorado Cancer Coalition’s 2005
Innovate Project Award

and got the Cavalry. Your financial support was truly a
blessing in a time of need.”
- JoAnn Womack Mathias

In 2014:

Vision for 2015

• M
 ade over 400 payments to 80 breast cancer
patients with over $110K in direct financial
assistance disbursed.

•D
 iversification of funding streams through
additional events, grants, and a more robust
individual giving campaign.

• A
 ssisted 215 household members comprised of
families and dependents.

• Continue to work toward elimination of waitlist.

• S
 ince 2013, our waitlist has been reduced by half
(from over 70 to 30 individuals).
•S
 uccessful crowdfunding campaign which raised
over $20K in one month.

•E
 xpanding education and awareness of our
programs and services to rural communities,
undocumented persons living in Colorado, and
within other minority communities.

•N
 early doubled the revenue from corporate
sponsors from 2013 to 2014.
•S
 ustained Assistance Program has grown to
serve people in 48 CO counties with over $1.6M
committed to over 1,100 grantees.

Sources of Income

Percentage Funding Source

12%

Individual
Contributions $38,092

23%

Foundations/Grants
$73,255

100%

33%

Events $105,840

Actual Income
$320,730

32%

Business/Corporate
$103,543

Financials

2014 In Kind Donations

2014 Financial Assistance Program
by Amounts and Percentages
January - December 2014

3%

5%

Category

Amount

Legal

$6,345

Technology

$800

Volunteers

14%
22%
35%
23%

Total: $111,479

Rent - $38,751

Office Work
Fundraising

Mortgage - $ 15,489

$7,959
$18,917

Special Events

Groceries - $24,149
Transportation - $25,611

Auction Items
$53,849
Professional Services $41,675

Utilities - $2,512

Total

$129,545

Household & Other - $4,967
Volunteer Hours

Grantee Statistics
• Average age: 50
• Ethnicity:
Caucasian - 65%
Hispanic - 24%
African-American - 9%
Other - 2%
• 6
 4% live on one household income
(single, divorced, widowed or
single parents)
• 29% are single parents

In

2011 the total hours were 718
In 2014 we exceeded 1,150
total volunteer hours.

Three year total: 3,515 in-kind volunteer
hours valued at $79,587.

“Sense of Security is a wonderful

“I was amazed that such a wonderful program

organization. They say diamonds are a girl’s

existed. It was a blessing to receive assistance

best friend, so is Sense of Security.”

with my rent.”

Jackie Wilson

Josephine “Cookie” Stollsteimer

“Had Sense of Security not helped, I would

“Sense of Security helped me with my car

not have a home for me and my daughter.”

insurance premiums and grocery money which

Heather Dreesen
In Memory: 1970-2012

allowed me to continue working part-time. ”
J’Amy McLellan
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