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Letter From the President
Three key words come to
mind when thinking of 2013
and Sense of Security: Transition, Growth and Success.
It was a highly successful
year, allowing us to serve 90
grantees and their families
via 342 direct payments.
These payments covered
household expenses like rent,
mortgages, utilities and other
life needs so that they could
focus on fighting breast cancer. To all whom have
supported us and our mission, thank you.
At Sense of Security, transition in the past year is
now leading to great opportunity. We are honored
to introduce Loren Weiner as our new Executive
Director. She has one goal in mind; to lead us into
an exciting new chapter of increasing the number
of grantees we serve.
We continue to see growth thanks to increased recognition from all corners of Colorado. As a result
more families touched by breast cancer are reaching out for help. Applications are up along with
resource demands leading to a longer wait list. It’s
here where we can and must make a difference.
Our growth in 2014 will focus on immediately delivering more funds to our grantees and reducing our
wait list. We can all do our part.

While there is no easy way to calculate our reach
in the community, we can feel and see our success
in our bottom line. In just the past year, we have
doubled our individual contributions. We are moving into a time where all of our revenue streams
are diverse and supportive of a healthy, financially
sound organization.
Over the past 14 years, we have had the pleasure of working with so many great people and
now those relationships are growing and taking
us in fabulous directions. As we share resources
throughout Colorado, we rely heavily on your support.
To sit in a grantee’s home surrounded by their family is a humbling experience. From that vantage
point, it is easy to see just how much Sense of
Security helps. Our grantees are so strong and
courageous and we are grateful to help them during their fight.
I believe you will sense a theme in the following
report. One of teamwork leading to success that
will lead to helping more families.
Together with our amazing and dedicated volunteers, we thank you and look forward to charting a
fabulous 2014, together.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Castor

“I qualified for 6 months of gas cards which helped
us a lot with our trips from Pueblo to Aurora for
chemotherapy treatments.”
“It is really scary to have the bills keep coming in
when everything is crumbling down. Just having an
organization like Sense of Security there, helps.”

Patty Trujillo-Montez/ Grantee
In Memory: 1966-2012

Carol Brown, was about to celebrate the holidays
with her one-year-old daughter when she was
diagnosed with breast cancer. She had a double
mastectomy followed by months of chemotherapy
and radiation treatments— all while continuing
to work.
One unexpected struggle for this single mom
was simply making household payments. The
cost of medical treatments had depleted her
savings.
Sense of Security stepped in to take something off
Carol’s plate during those critical months,
allowing her health to take priority. “They just took
away some of the stress. When everything
ran out, Sense of Security came through.”
Three years later, Carol is cancer-free and once
again focusing on building a future with her
daughter.

MISSION

Co-Founder
Vicki Tosher

Co-Founder
Angela Ricker

We seek to provide a sense
of security from financial
hardship and enhance the
quality of life for breast
cancer patients in treatment
in Colorado.

AT A GLANCE
2000-2012

2013 Highlights

• Sense of Security incorporated as a 501(c)3

•S
 erved 90 breast cancer patients with over $100K
in financial assistance disbursed

•D
 eveloped Sustained Assistance Program focusing
on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs: food and shelter
• Secured the first of many Komen grants -$50K

•A
 ssisted 215 household members comprised of
families and dependents

•E
 xpanded the organization statewide, reaching all
four corners of Colorado

• I ndividual donations more than doubled
since 2012

• I ntroduction of Financial Assistance Screening
Tool (FAST) helping patients with life-threatening
illnesses locate non-medical financial aid across
the state

•T
 he number of corporate funders and foundations
increases every year

•F
 AST won the Colorado Cancer Coalition’s 2005
Innovate Project Award

• Attracted 10 new private foundations for funding
•S
 ustained Assistance Program has grown to serve
people in 48 Colorado counties with over $1.5M
committed to 1,020 grantees
• The number of volunteer hours has grown from
718 in 2011 to 1300 in 2013

Vision for 2014
•C
 urrently we serve 100-120 breast cancer
patients annually; however, the need is far
greater than our revenue sources, with approximately 60 individuals (50%) on the waitlist for
services. Diversifying and growing our funding
sources will be a priority for 2014 to address the
mounting need in the community.

•S
 ense of Security will work to increase our
services, with a focus on expanding awareness in
more rural communities within Colorado and to
Hispanic populations.

Dennis Heffern
Referral Partner, Kaiser Permanente
Dennis has been referring his patients to
Sense of Security for 11 years.
“Just because someone has been diagnosed
with cancer, doesn’t mean their bills go away.
In fact, they tend to increase.”
“Often times families say, look I think I’m coping ok and yes, I’m stressed out. But if
you really want to help me, to borrow a
phrase, ‘show me the money’, and SOS
really delivers.”

Evaluating the Impact of Basic Needs and Cancer Survivorship
•A
 ccording to the Colorado Cancer Plan from the Colorado Cancer Coalition, “One in seven Colorado
women will have breast cancer at some point in their lifetime. Breast cancer is the most common lifethreatening cancer in Colorado women and the third leading cause of cancer death.” Sense of Security
supports the quality of life for breast cancer patients transitioning to survivorship.
•S
 ense of Security received a pilot grant from the Comprehensive Cancer Control Program at the
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) to identify and implement evaluation
metrics to understand how basic needs like shelter and food may be just as important as chemotherapy
and radiation during cancer treatment. The results and findings from this effort will be shared with the
Colorado Cancer Coalition and the greater cancer community to more deeply understand how programs
such as Sense of Security impact cancer survivorship.

Financials

2013 In Kind Donations

2013 Financial Assistance Program
by Amounts and Percentages
January - December 2013
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Total: $106,538

Legal

$3,000

Technology

$1,150

Office Work
Fundraising

Mortgage - $ 21,501

20%

Amount

Volunteers

Rent - $48,629
16%

Category

$10,100
$19,066

Special Events

Groceries - $16,604
Transportation - $13,627

Auction Items
$51,365
Professional Services $24,320

Utilities - $3,984

Total

$109,001

Household & Other - $2,192
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Grantee Statistics
• Average age: 51

1200
1050

• Ethnicity:
Caucasian - 54%

900
718

Hispanic - 31%
African-American - 10%

600

Other - 5%
• 6
 0% live on one household income
(single, divorced, widowed or
single parents)
• 20% are single parents
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Three year total: 3,068 in-kind volunteer
hours valued at $68,815.

“Sense of Security is a wonderful

“I was amazed that such a wonderful program

organization. They say diamonds are a girl’s

existed. It was a blessing to receive assistance

best friend, so is Sense of Security.”

with my rent.”

Jackie Wilson

Josephine “Cookie” Stollsteimer

“Had Sense of Security not helped, I would

“Sense of Security helped me with my car

not have a home for me and my daughter.”

insurance premiums and grocery money which

Heather Dreesen
In Memory: 1970-2012

allowed me to continue working part-time. ”
J’Amy McLellan

board of directors

Back row: Heather Schell, Jim Harris, Todd Clark, Jennifer Castor
Front row: Kelly McAleese, Andrea Dwyer, Jeri Ajayi
Missing: Caitlin Jenney & Michelle Hubbard

“Sometimes in life when it rains it pours and my life
seemed like it was raining pretty hard…financially,
personally, and with breast cancer. I asked for help
and got the Cavalry. Your financial support was truly a
blessing in a time of need.”

JoAnn Womack Mathias

www.senseofsecurity.org

